


HONORING

Nachito Herrera, Pianist
(Cuba)

Yura Lee, Violist & Violinist
(South Korea)

Tommy Emmanuel, Guitarist
(Austrailia)

Alexander Tymouch
5th Grade Creative Writing Contest Winner

And featuring
American Immigration Council  

“Historians”
as Masters of Ceremonies

Purchase your copy of Green Card Stories
after the Awards Ceremony! 

The perfect book for your coffee table, client, or donate one to  
a Member of Congress, library or immigration “hot spot” 

Proceeds benefit the American Immigration Council 

2012 Nautilus Book Award - Silver Medal

2012 Independent Publisher IPPY Award - Bronze Medal 
2012 Eric Hoffer Book Award - Honorable Mention 

2012 Independent Book Publishers Association Benjamin Franklin Award - Finalist 



AMERICAN 
HERITAGE
AWARDS

Friday, June 15, 2012
Gaylord Opryland

Nashville, Tennessee

present
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On behalf of our employees 

bringing their talent and  

passion from around the world, 

we celebrate the work of the 

American Immigration Council 

in creating a stronger U.S. 

immigration system. 

With us, you are helping 

to put people first.

We extend our heartfelt 

congratulations to the 2012 

American Heritage Award 

honorees.

• Tommy Emmanuel

• Nachito Herrera

• Yura Lee

• Alexander Tymouch

Microsoft applauds  
the inspiring work and 
talent of the American 
Heritage Award  
honorees.
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American Heritage Awards
June 15, 2012

Opening Reception

Welcoming Remarks

Awards Presentation with Performances

Closing Remarks

Dancing

Honoring

Nachito Herrera
Pianist, Cuba

Yura Lee 
Violist & Violinist, 

South Korea

Tommy Emmanuel
Guitarist, Austrailia

 

Alexander Tymouch
Creative Writing Winner, 

Chicago, IL
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Statue of Liberty
($40,000 and above)

AILA South Florida Chapter
AILA Texas Chapter

Champion
($20,000 and above)

AILA Chicago Chapter
AILA New England Chapter
Alliance of Business 

Immigration Lawyers (ABIL)
Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & 

Loewy, LLP
Ira Kurzban
Zulkie Partners, LLC

Benefactor
($10,000 and above)

AILA Central Florida Chapter
AILA New York Chapter
AILA Northern California 

Chapter
AILA Washington, DC Chapter
Berry Appleman and Leiden
Lexis Nexis
Sheela Murthy & The Murthy 

Law Firm
Western Union

Sponsor
($5,000 and above)

AILA Georgia-Alabama Chapter
AILA Carolinas Chapter
AILA Missouri Kansas Chapter
AILA New Jersey Chapter
AILA Ohio Chapter
AILA Santa Clara Valley Chapter
Barst Mukamal Kleiner
Eugene W. and Gloria Landy 

Family Foundation
FosterQuan
Kuck Immigration
Miley & Brown
Myers Thompson
Bob Juceam

Patron 
($2,500 and above)

AILA Arizona Chapter
AILA Canada Chapter
AILA Oregon Chapter
AILA Philadelphia Chapter
AILA Washington State Chapter
AILA Wisconsin Chapter
Chin & Curtis, LLP
Fredrikson & Byron 

Immigration Group
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 

Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.
Porter Wright
Salt River Project
Weaver Schlenger Mazel LLP

2012 BENEFIT SPONSORS
Supporter
($500 and above)

AILA MidSouth Chapter
AILA Rome District
Peter Ashman
Law Offices of Ally Bolour
Steve Clark
Contreras Edin & Associates, PLLC
The Law Offices of Richard A. Gump, Jr. PC
Matthew Hirsch
Hodkinson Law Group
Ivener & Fullmer
Larrabee Mehlman Albi Coker LLP
David Leopold
McCown & Evans
Amy Novick
Annaluisa Padilla
Paul Parsons, PC
Pearl Law Group
Steven C. Thal—Proud sponsor as Nachito’s 

Immigration Attorney
Peter Williamson
Wormser, Kiely, Galef & Jacobs LLP
Robertson Immigration Law Firm

Sustainer
($1,000 and above)

AILA Colorado Chapter
AILA Minnesota Dakotas Chapter
AILA San Diego Chapter
Benach Ragland
Lori Chesser, Davis Brown Law Firm
Cheryl David
Dino Deconcini
Evaluation Service, Inc.
Jonathan Ginsburg | Fettmann, Tolchin & Majors PC
Goldman & Goldman
Doug Hauer
Jeff Joseph & Kirby Joseph, Joseph Law Firm, PC
Lisa Koenig
Klasko, Rulon, Stock & Seltze
Robert Loughran
Maggio + Kattar
Noemi Masliah
Cyrus Mehta
Amy Peck
Eleanor Pelta
Allen, Pinnix & Nichols: Jack Pinnix /Lynn Caldler
Denyse Sabagh, Esq. 
Dale Schwartz
Marcine Seid
Carl Shusterman
Sheila Starkey Hahn
Carlina Tapia-Ruano
Ian Wagreich
Cox Smith Matthews Incorporated



About the
Nearly 25 years ago, a group of dedicated AILA leaders came together to create a non-profit entity that would 
enhance the power and reach of the immigration bar. They envisioned a strong non-profit partner that would 
work on two tracks: challenging the misapplication or misinterpretation of immigration laws and educating the 
public about the enduring contributions of immigrants.

The American Immigration Council has grown from a small charitable foundation into a powerful voice for 
sensible and humane immigration policies that are both consistent with constitutional law and reflective of our 
proud history as a nation of immigrants.

The Council continues to work to expand AILA’s reach by building partnerships with organizations outside the 
immigration bar so that the programmatic work of the Council can achieve maximum impact.

The Community Education Center strives to promote a better understanding of immigrants and immigra-
tion by providing educational resources that inspire thoughtful dialogue, creative teaching, and critical thinking. 
Dedicated to the American values of fairness, social justice, and respect for all people, the Center is committed 
to making immigration an “everybody issue.” The Center also highlights the positive contributions immigrants 
have made and continue to make to American society through its programmatic work.

The International Exchange Center fosters the exchange of culture, ideas, and knowledge through spon-
sorship of the J-1 visa in the trainee and intern categories and the organization of periodic study tours to various 
cities around the world. The purpose of the Center is to create educational resources and opportunities that rec-
ognize our immigrant heritage. Dedicated to respecting, valuing, and celebrating cultural differences, the Inter-
national Exchange Center programs create a synergy of the best ideas from many cultures for the benefit of all.

The Immigration Policy Center is the research and policy arm of the American Immigration Council. The 
Center’s mission is to shape a rational conversation on immigration and immigrant integration. Through its 
research and analysis, IPC provides policymakers, the media, and the general public with accurate information 
about the role of immigrants and immigration policy in U.S. society. Their reports and materials are widely dis-
seminated and relied upon by press and policymakers. 

The Legal Action Center advocates for fundamental fairness in U.S. immigration law. To this end, the Center 
engages in impact litigation and appears as amicus curiae (friend of the court) before administrative tribunals 
and federal courts in significant immigration cases on targeted legal issues. We also provide resources to 
lawyers litigating immigration cases and serve as a point of contact for lawyers conducting or contemplating 
immigration litigation. They also work with other immigrants’ rights organizations and immigration attorneys 
across the United States to promote the just and fair administration of our immigration laws.

The American Immigration Council

Paul L. Zulkie, President
Robert E. Juceam, Secretary
Warren R. Leiden, Treasurer

Benjamin E. Johnson, Executive Director
Crystal Williams, AILA Executive Director

David Leopold (2012)
Eleanor Pelta (2013)

Kirsten Schlenger, Chair, Board of 
Trustees (2012)

Bernard Wolfsdorf (2011)

Kirsten Schlenger, Chair (2012)
Robert Cohen, Vice Chair (2012)

Peter Ashman (2013)
Ally Bolour (2013)

Anne Chandler (2013)
Lori Chesser (2013)

Dino De Concini (2012)
Mo Goldman (2014)

Douglas Hauer (2014)
Mario Hernandez (2014)
Matthew I. Hirsch (2013) 

Loan T. Huynh (2013)
Jeff Joseph (2012)
Lisa Koenig (2014)

Nolo Martinez (2014)
Noemi Masliah (2012)

Kelly M. McCown (2012)

Amy R. Novick (2012)
Ana Cristina Reymundo (2012)

David Rousseau (2012)
Marcine Seid (2012)

F. Daniel Siciliano (2014)
Lydia Tamez (2013)
Ian Wagreich (2014)
Drew Wilson (2013)
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Georgia-Alabama
Arizona
Canada

Carolinas
Central Florida

Chicago

Colorado
Connecticut

Hawaii
Indiana

Iowa/Nebraska
London

Michigan
Mid-South    

Minnesota/Dakotas
Missouri/Kansas

Nevada    
New England

Sarah Hawk
Delia Salvatierra
Julia Herzog
Larry Needles 
Arturo R. Rios
Maria Badia Tades & 
Michael R. Jarecki
Lisa York
Eric Fleischmann
Newton J. Chu
Angela Adams
VACANT
Kehrela Hodkinson
David Wenger
VACANT
VACANT
Rekha Sharma-Crawford
VACANT
Carlos Estrada

New Jersey
New York    

Northern California
Ohio      

Oregon  
Philadelphia  

Pittsburgh  
Puerto Rico  

San Diego  
Santa Clara  

Southern California
Southern Florida  

Texas  
Upstate New York  

Utah  
Washington State  

Washington, DC
Wisconsin

Allan Pollack
Batya Schwartz Ehrens
Kathleen Kunzman
Adolfo Olivas
Jennifer M. Rotman
CJ Lyford
Mark T. Knapp
VACANT
Diana Vellos Coker
Ritu Goswamy
John Manley
Julie Ferguson
Richard A. Gump, Jr.
VACANT
J. Shawn Foster
VACANT
Sheila Starkey Hahn
Eric Straub

AMBASSADORS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES



The American Immigration Council Creative Writing Contest Winner

ALEXANDER TYMOUCH
Saint Nicholas Cathedral School
Chicago, IL

“America, the Magical Land” 

There is a magical place in this world,
Where people come to look for  
freedom and happiness.
They sail for weeks through the swaying ocean,
When they finally arrive at the mesmerizing new land,
They try to keep their own ways at first.
They celebrate the same holidays,
Wear the same clothes,
And eat the same food.
They do everything the same as before,
But eventually…
They start to learn from one another
And exchange their cultures.
It’s like an experienced cook came  
and learned to dance,
While a graceful dancer came and learned to sew. 
A talented tailor came and learned to bake,

While a baker came and learned to farm.
They thought they were doing it for their own benefit,
But in fact they were making history.
These people learned different cultures
And shared their own cultures too. 
And while they were as different as they could be,
They became friends more quickly 
By teaching one another 
And learning from one another.
And just like that, a new country was born.
But what is truly unbelievable,
Is the fact that this was all created 
By ordinary families of immigrants
In that same beautiful, magical place,
In that amazing year round wonderland,
That same four seasoned country,
America.
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Emily Creighton 
Staff Attorney
Melissa Crow 
LAC Director
Walter Ewing 

Senior Researcher
Mary Giovagnoli 

IPC Director 
Tammie Harrison

IEC Program Specialist
Megan Hess 

Fundraising and Development Manager

Seth Hoy 
Online Communications Manager 

Geena Jackson
Legal Assistant

Benjamin E. Johnson 
Executive Director
Mary A. Kenney 
Senior Attorney
Wilma Linares

Finance & Administration Director
Lois C. Magee 
IEC Director

Jai Misra
IEC Program Specialist

Anh Ngo
Fundraising Assistant

Wendy Feliz Sefsaf 
Communications Director

Claire Tesh 
CEC Senior Program Manager

Michele Waslin 
Senior Policy Analyst

Beth Werlin 
LAC Deputy Director

Ben Winograd
Staff Attorney

Peter Ashman
Matthew Hirsch

Loan Huynh
Noemi Masliah
Kelly McCown

Kathleen Moccio
Sam Myers
Amy Peck

Ana Cristina Reymundo

Linda Rose
Dale Schwartz

F. Dan Siciliano
Kelli Jo Stump

Paul Zulkie

2012 ANNUAL BENEFIT COMMITTEE

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/American Immigration Council

Twitter:
www.twitter.com/ImmPolicyCenter

Immigration Blog:
www.immigrationimpact.com

Sign Up for E-mails:
www.AmericanImmigrationCouncil.org

Follow the Council!

COUNCIL STAFF
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“Hotter than the burning tip of a contraband Cuban cigar… stronger than a 
straight shot of Havana rum….and tastier than a big platter of black beans, 
rice, sweet plantains and ropa vieja.”

Ignacio “Nachito” Herrera stunned Cuban audiences at the age of twelve 
when he performed “Rachmaninoff’s Concerto No. 2” with the Havana 
Symphony Orchestra. Herrera later studied with Cuban masters Chucho 
Valdez and Frank Fernandez. In 1990, he received his Masters Degree in 
Music from Superior Institute of Art in Havana, Cuba. Next Nachito began 
performing, directing, and touring with state-sponsored orchestras and the 
renowned Tropicana Orchestra. In 1997, he joined Cubanismo! and toured 
Europe, the United States, and the Far East with them. As pianist, arranger, 
and producer, Nachito has over 40 recordings to his credit.

Over the past decade, Nachito Herrera has burrowed his way into the hearts 
of Twin Cities’ jazz fans with his monster technique, bottomless energy, 
and infectious enthusiasm for his homeland and its eclectic rhythms. 
In addition, Nachito finds time to hold down a teaching position at the 
MacPhail Center for Music in Minneapolis while also giving workshops 
throughout the Midwest.

Since coming to the United States, Nachito has continued to play at Jazz 
Festivals around the world. In 2010 he toured nationally to sold-out 
audiences with Juan de Marcos and the Afro-Cuban All Stars. This fall he 
will be the featured pianist with the National Symphony Orchestra of Cuba, 
which will tour 17 U.S. cities in 10 states. This is the first tour by the Cuban 
Symphony Orchestra in the United States since its founding in 1960.

Nachito’s wife and two children joined him in Minnesota in 2003. From 
there it was on to green cards and eventually citizenship in 2011, for which 
Nachito performed at his own swearing in ceremony. 

Nachito 
Herrera

Biography
“If I needed an interlocutor at the gates to heaven, I would call upon Yura 
Lee.”

Violinist/violist Yura Lee was born in South Korea in 1985. She started 
playing the violin as a student in Seoul, Korea, when she was 4 years old. 
At the age of 9—from 1994 to 2001—she continued her studies at the 
Juilliard School of Music in New York. During the summers of 1995 through 
2005 she was on a full scholarship to the Aspen Music School. From 
2001 to 2005 she studied at the Indiana University and at the New England 
Conservatory in Boston. 

Yura Lee won her first violin competition at the age of five in Seoul, 
Korea. In 1997, she was presented with the “Debut Artist of the Year” 
award by National Public Radio. In 2006, Lee won first prize in the 
International Leopold Mozart Competition, where she was also awarded 
the Mozart Prize and the Audience Prize. Also in 2006, she was a laureate 
at the International Violin Competition of Indianapolis and won second 
prize in the Paganini Competition in Italy. In 2007, she was awarded the 
prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant. 

Lee has appeared with many major orchestras, including the New York 
Philharmonic, the Chicago Symphony, the Baltimore Symphony, the 
Cleveland Orchestra, the Detroit Symphony, the Saint Louis Symphony, the 
San Francisco Symphony, the Los Angeles Philharmonic, the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic, and the Tokyo Philharmonic, among others.

Ms. Lee was awarded two Artist Diplomas, by the Indiana University in 
Bloomington and the New England Conservatory in Boston. Ms. Lee teaches 
at the Longy School of Music at Bard College, in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Ms. Lee is currently in the process of applying for permanent residence. 

Yura Lee

Biography
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“For those who aren’t familiar with Emmanuel, he is one of the 
world’s most astounding guitarists to ever perform on a stage. In live 
performance, he is a marvel of speed, inventiveness and showmanship.”

Two-time Grammy nominee Tommy Emmanuel has a professional career 
that spans five decades. A household name in his native Australia, 
Tommy has garnered hundreds of thousands of loyal fans worldwide. 
Tommy’s unique style—he calls it “finger style”—is akin to playing 
guitar like a piano, using all ten fingers. Rather than using a whole band 
for melody, rhythm, bass, and drum parts, Tommy plays all that—and 
more—on one guitar. 

Emmanuel’s unusual talent and life are common lore in Australia. Born 
into a musical family, Tommy and his older brother Phil were considered 
child prodigies. Tommy got his first guitar at age 4 and was taught by 
his mother. He learned by ear, with no formal instruction, and has never 
read music. By the age of 6, he was already a professional musician in 
the family band. “I’ve spent all my life from the age of four playing music 
and entertaining people. I never wanted to do anything else.” By age 10, 
Emmanuel had played his way across Australia. 

In 1980, Emmanuel began visiting the United States, where he met 
his childhood idol Chet Atkins, who subsequently became his mentor. 
He was a frequent visitor to the U.S. for recording and occasional 
performances, but in 2000 he obtained an O-1 visa and began touring on 
a regular basis. In 2004, he moved to the United States and maintained 
his O-1 visa while applying for permanent residence. He calls Tennessee 
home and loves the music, the weather, and its livability. Racking up 
more frequent flyer miles than some professional pilots, he tours the 
world relentlessly and is a proud Permanent Resident of the United 
States—a fact he pronounces at many of his shows.

Tommy 
Emmanuel

Biography

The American Immigration Council would like to welcome  
our incoming Board of Trustee members: 

 

Dr. Rashid Chotani 
Director, Chemical/Biological Defense Programs, TASC 

 

Minette Kwok 
Partner, Minami Tamaki, LLP 

 

Zachary Nightingale 
Partner, Van Der Hout, Brigagliano & Nightingale, LLP 

 
 

And thank our outgoing Board members for their years of 
exceptional guidance, leadership and service: 

 

Jeff Joseph 
 

Kelly McCown 
 

Amy Novick 
 

Kirsten Schlenger 
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STATUE OF LIBERTY SPONSORSTATUE OF LIBERTY SPONSOR

  

 

 

 

  The AILA Texas Chapter  
is pleased to support the 

AMERICAN IMMIGRATION COUNCIL 

and congratulates tonight’s honorees 

                                   

AILA Southern Florida Chapter
Joins the American Immigration 
Council in Saluting Tonight’s 
Honorees and the Many  
Contributions of Immigrants.



CHAMPION SPONSOR

Zulkie Partners LLC is pleased to support the

The American Immigration Council
and congratulates the Honorees who make us proud 
that America is a Nation of Immigrants

Paul L. Zulkie
Susan M. MacLean
Pamela P. Mick
Karen C. Selking

Chicago, IL www.zulkiepartners.com 312.648.2244

CHAMPION SPONSOR
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Global Immigration

www.fragomen.com 

Fragomen is proud 

to support the 2012 

American Heritage 

Awards. 

Congratulations to 

AIC on their 25th 

Anniversary and to 

tonight's honorees: 

Tommy Emmanuel 

Nachito Herrera 

Yura Lee 

A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE 
IN BUSINESS IMMIGRATION.

2012 Fragomen American Heritage - 2nd Proof.pdf   1   5/7/2012   7:34:46 PM



CHAMPION SPONSOR CHAMPION SPONSOR
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AILA Chicago Chapter would like to congratulate: 
The American Immigration Council on 25 Years 
The 2012 American Heritage Award Honorees 

and

Alexander Tymouch
15th Annual “Celebrate America”  

Creative Writing Contest Winner from Chicago! 

 

 
 

Kurzban Kurzban Weinger Tetzeli & Pratt P.A. 
and Ira Kurzban 

 

Would like to thank the  
American Immigration Council for  
25 Years of service and leadership 

and congratulate tonight’s  
amazing musical Honorees. 

 
www.kkwtlaw.com 

 

 



CHAMPION SPONSOR

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HONOREES
FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING  

ACCOMPLISHMENTS & CONTRIBUTIONS  
TO OUR NATION OF IMMIGRANTS

AMERICAN IMMIGRATION LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

Massachusetts • Rhode Island
New Hampshire • Vermont • Maine

New England Chapter
AILA

CHAMPION SPONSOR

A global association of leading immigration lawyers 
salutes AIC for its ongoing commitment to  

Green Card Stories, 
a book that in words and photos tells the true life stories of  

immigrants and their many contributions to America 
 

With additional contributions from: 
 

 
 

  
  

 
ABIL Lawyers: 

Enrique Arellano | Jacqueline Bart | Bernard Caris | Maria Celebi | Francis Chin | Eugene Chow 
Steven Clark | Arnold Conyer | Laura Danielson | Laura Devine | Rami Fakhoury | Bryan Funai 

Steve Garfinkel | Avi Gomberg | Kehrela Hodkinson | Kenneth Ing | Mark Ivener 
H. Ronald Klasko | Jelle Kroes | Charles Kuck | Daniela Lima | Edward Litwin | Robert Loughran 

Katie Malyon | Gunther Mävers | Marco Mazzeschi | Sharon Mehlman | Cyrus Mehta 
John Nahajzer | Ariel Orrego‐Villacorta | Angelo Paparelli | Julie Pearl | William Reich 

Nicolas Rollason | Steve Trow | Karl Waheed | Chris Watters | Bernard Wolfsdorf | Stephen Yale‐Loehr 
 

WWW.ABIL.COM 
ADMIN@ABIL.COM 
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BENEFACTORS

BAL proudly supports the AMERICAN IMMIGRATION COUNCIL 

2012 AMERICAN HERITAGE AWARDS

Happy 25th anniversary to the American Immigration Council

and congratulations to this year’s honorees:

Tommy Emmanuel   |   Nachito Herrera   |   Yura Lee

Passion. Knowledge. Results.

Dallas
Houston
McLean Va.
San Francisco
Washington D.C.

www.BALGLOBAL.com

London*
Sydney*
Sao Paulo*
Rio de Janeiro*
Singapore*

* London office incorporated in the United Kingdom as Berry Appleman & Leiden Limited. Reg. No. 7465454, Reg. address: 20-22 Bedford Row, London WC1R 4JS, United Kingdom. Sydney office incorporated in Australia as 
Berry Appleman & Leiden Pty Ltd. Brazil and Singapore limited liability companies in formation. 

We know immigration matters!® 

We are proud to support the
American Immigration Council

MURTHY LAW FIRM

BENEFACTORS

Congratulations!

LexisNexis® Matthew Bender®

Congratulates 

for its 
OUTSTANDING WORK

on behalf of Immigration.
Thank You. Keep up the Good Work!

AMERICAN IMMIGRATION COUNCIL

LexisNexis and the Knowledge Burst logo are registered trademarks of Reed Elsevier Properties Inc., used under license. 
Matthew Bender is a registered trademark of Matthew Bender Properties Inc.
© 2012 LexisNexis. All rights reserved. OFF02403-0 0512

THE WASHINGTON DC CHAPTER  
SALUTES THE  
AMERICAN IMMIGRATION COUNCIL 
AND THE WORK IT DOES FOR OUR  
IMMIGRANT COMMUNITY 

THE WASHINGTON DC CHAPTER  
SALUTES THE  
AMERICAN IMMIGRATION COUNCIL 
AND THE WORK IT DOES FOR OUR  
IMMIGRANT COMMUNITY 

THE WASHINGTON DC CHAPTER  
SALUTES THE  
AMERICAN IMMIGRATION COUNCIL 
AND THE WORK IT DOES FOR OUR  
IMMIGRANT COMMUNITY 



BENEFACTORS BENEFACTORS
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AILA NorCal applauds the work  

of the American Immigration Council  

Northern California Chapter
AILA

Central Florida Chapter
AILA

Congratulations to the 2012 Award Recipients 
and to the American Immigration Council  

for their contributions to the field of  
Immigration Law

New York embraces the efforts of 
the Council in creating a fair and 

just immigration system.

New York Chapter
AILA

Western Union salutes tonight’s 
Honorees and their achievements! 
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SPONSORS SPONSORS

 
AILA New Jersey Chapter 

 
The AILA New Jersey Chapter 

 is proud to support the important 
 work and contributions of the  
American Immigration Council, 
 and congratulates this year’s 

 deserving honorees. 

AILA Santa Clara Valley 
Chapter 

 

 is proud to support the  

 

American Immigration Council 
 and  

salutes this year’s honorees and their 
achievements. 

 

 
 
 
 

AILA  
Missouri/Kansas 
Chapter Salutes 

Tonight’s Honorees

Missouri/Kansas Chapter
AILA

 

Myers Thompson is proud to support 
the American Immigration Council and 
congratulates this year’s honorees on 
their extraordinary musical contribu-

tions to America and to the world! 
 
Sam Myers and Elizabeth Thompson 
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Myers Thompson is proud to support 
the American Immigration Council and 
congratulates this year’s honorees on 
their extraordinary musical contribu-

tions to America and to the world! 
 
Sam Myers and Elizabeth Thompson 

new York | Washington Dc | london | Paris | Frankfurt | Hong Kong | Shanghai

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson llP
friedfrank.com

Eleanor and Bob Juceam 
and Fried Frank 
are proud to support the

AmEricAn immigrAtion
council
and congratulate this year’s honorees
on their extraordinary contributions

AILA’s Georgia-Alabama 
Chapter Proudly Supports the 
American Immigration Council 

and Salutes Tonight’s Honorees 
and Their Achievements 
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SPONSORS

AILA Carolinas Chapter 
Congratulates  

Tonight’s Honorees.
Your Stories Are an 

Inspiration to All Immigrants.

Carolinas Chapter
AILA

Miley & Brown, P.C. in Dallas, 
Texas congratulates the Council 

on its exceptional work throughout 
the last 25 years. Thank you for 

your strong clear voice on behalf of 
persons from all over the world.

Congratulations Grand Prize Winner                                                         
Alexander Tymouch of Chicago, Illinois! 

Second Place winners: Nikita Ranjit Nair of Austin, Texas and        
Emma Snavely of Seattle, Washington 

Honorable mentions: Aedra Li of San Francisco,  California 
and Samantha Nelson of St. Louis, Missouri 

Thank you to all chapter coordinators and judges for helping to make the 
15th Annual “Celebrate America” Creative Writing Contest a success. 

Chapter Coordinators: 

Audrey Allen, Bob Beer, Brenda Boudreaux, Sarah Brenes, Maggie Castillo, Aygal 
Charles, Margo Chernysheva, Larissa Draver, Greg Eck, Julie Ferguson, Alison Foley, 
Lalita Haran, Maile Hirota, Geoff Lacy, James Lane, Tzu-Kai Lo, Megan Long, Silvia 
Martinez, Jeremy McKinney, Kelsey O’Keefe, Linda Schweitzer, Monica Smith, Ada 
Lil Torres, Jinhee Wilde, and Joel Wisniewski 

Second Round Judges: 

Ann Chandler, Rob Cohen, Silvia Graves, Karen Grisez, Kathy Moccio, and Drew 
Wilson 

Celebrity Judges: 

Peter Coan, Lawrence Downes, Jan and Marica Vilcek and Gerda Weissman Klein  



 
AIC's Legal Action Center extends its deepest thanks 

to the law firms, nonprofit organizations and clinics that have 
partnered with us on litigation and other projects this year  

ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project 
ACLU of San Diego & Imperial Counties 

American Immigration Lawyers         
Association 

Cardozo School of Law Immigration 
Justice Clinic  

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton, LLP 
Dorsey & Whitney, LLP 

Gibbs Houston Pauw 
Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym, Ltd. 

Immigrant Defense Project 
Kirkland & Ellis, LLP 

Law Offices of Stacy Tolchin 
Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights of 

the San Francisco Bay Area 
 
 
 

Massachusetts Law Reform Institute 
National Immigrant Justice Center 
National Immigration Law Center 

National Immigration Project of the 
National Lawyers Guild 

Northwest Immigrants Rights Project 
Penn State Law's Center for                 

Immigrants Rights 
Steptoe & Johnson, LLP 

University of Houston Law Center     
Immigration Clinic 

Van Der Hout, Brigagliano &            
Nightingale, LLP 

Yale Law School Worker and               
Immigrants Rights Advocacy Clinic 

 
REBOOTING THE AMERICAN DREAM 

The Immigration Policy Center is pleased to                 
announce the creation of a research and policy fellow-
ship that will explore how immigrants can contribute 

to "Rebooting the American Dream."     
The fellow will explore how immigrants help shape 

the economic future of our country through entrepre-
neurship, innovation, and community enrichment.  

We thank Microsoft and the AILA Community 
for helping us to advance the conversa-

tion around reforms  that will spur the U.S.  economy 
and rebuild communities. 
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The Council Invites 14-25 Year Olds to Enter the  
2012 “Change in Motion” Multimedia Contest 

The American Immigration Council is pleased to announce a call for 
submissions to the 2012 “Change in Motion” Multimedia Contest.  

The competition challenges today’s young adults to explore the role that 
immigration plays in their lives and communities through video and    

other multimedia projects.  
Projects should focus on celebrating America as a nation of immigrants 

as well as the immigration's impact on our everyday lives. 
There are first ($1,000), second ($500) and third place ($250) prizes.  

 
The deadline is 11:59 EST, October 31, 2012.  

For more information on eligibility requirements, application procedures 
and contest guidelines visit CommunityEducationCenter.org. 
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